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Research & Extension
Learning Games Lab



Learning
Games
Lab.org

4

Teaching Youth Food Safety: Theme Park Kitchen, a Game-Based Learning Experience



Learning
Games
Lab.org

5

Teaching Youth Food Safety: Theme Park Kitchen, a Game-Based Learning Experience

1. Gameplay
2. Our process
3. How to use
4. Q&A
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Padlet 
activity 

https://padlet.com/matheus28/what-learning-content-do-yo
u-think-would-benefit-from-a-game-iisa4lm3v50qwiut

https://padlet.com/matheus28/what-learning-content-do-you-think-would-benefit-from-a-game-iisa4lm3v50qwiut
https://padlet.com/matheus28/what-learning-content-do-you-think-would-benefit-from-a-game-iisa4lm3v50qwiut
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Gameplay 
Video
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OLTAtnR0zEs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLTAtnR0zEs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLTAtnR0zEs
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Foodborne illness 
is a serious issue 
in the U.S.
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Support

Extension Foundation USDA-NIFA 
New Technology for Ag Extension 
(NTAE) at the Expansion phase.

Content Advisor

Carol Byrd-Bredbenner, PhD 
(Rutgers University) 
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Wash hands before 
preparing food

Cook food at the 
proper temperature

Avoid cross-contamination from 
raw meat and dirty produce to 
cooked or ready to eat foods

Main Learning Outcomes 
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Keeping 
surfaces clean

Normal 
Level

Master 
Level
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Keeping 
surfaces clean

Accessibility 
Keyboard control
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Accessibility
Time Pressure

Cezarotto, M., Martinez, P., & Chamberlin, B. (2022). 
Developing Inclusive Games: Design Frameworks for 

Accessibility and Diversity. In (Ed.), Game Theory - 
From Idea to Practice. IntechOpen. 

https://doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.108456

https://doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.108456
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Keeping 
surfaces clean

DEI
Representation
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Learning Games LabProcess

Character and 
theme design 

activities  Activities to talk about 
diversity in games

Game Critical 
Review
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User testing

Changes made 
due to youth 
testing

Art changes

Calling attention to 
the timer and how it 
affects gameplay and 
earning “stars.”

Kids found some 
important bugs.
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User testing

Funny 
comments 
from youth 

testers

- “I suggest you 
wash everything at 
least once.”
 “Do I have to wash 
the chicken?”

-“No! Don’t wash 
the chicken!”

“This guy just wants 
corn! You are at a 
literal restaurant 
roller coaster, and 
you want corn?” 

“And you! 
You want an 
apple?”

“The green beans 
look like green 
takis.”

After not washing plates, leading to 
cross-contamination raw→cooked:

“It’s not chicken, it’s… salmonella!”

“The investors 
are here! 
Ruh-roh”

“Dude, this is fun, 
though. I actually 
like this.”
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User testing

Conversations 
among youth 

testers

- “In fact, the 
next day I’m 
not going to 
wash my 
hands”

- “What! He’s not 
going to wash 
his hands?”

- “That’s not 
okay.”

[Matheus: “What kind of 
ending are you expecting from 
the game?”]

Youth:

- “You get fired.”

- “Retired.”

- “Paycheck. After 
working for 10 years 
you get 10 bucks!”
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Teaching with
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Teaching guide!

● What do you like about the game?
● What makes this game challenging?

“If they talk about the game, they’ll talk about the content”
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Teaching guide!
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Teaching guide!
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Would you like to 
partner with us in a 

research study? 

Previous version of the 
game:  4 million plays 

Research study
903 middle schoolers 

● Engaged youth in fun 
gameplay 

● Shifted their knowledge, 
attitudes and intentions 
around food safety.
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Q&A!

www.ThemeParkKitchen.org
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Matheus Cezarotto
matheus@nmsu.edu

Social media
@LearningGamesLab
@NMSUProductions
@macezarotto
@amysmithmuise

www.InnovativeMedia.nmsu.edu
Thank you :)

mailto:matheus@nmsu.edu

